
 

BABY DEDICATION POLICY 

WHY DO WE DO BABY/CHILD DEDICATIONS AT CEDARVIEW COMMUNITY 
CHURCH?

	 The dedication of a child is a voluntary act in which believing parents 
publicly present their child and themselves to the Lord as an outward 
expression of their commitment to God regarding the raising of this child. The 
parent(s) are essentially committing themselves to raising this child, with 
God’s help, in a way that demonstrates an example of Godliness, disciplining 
according to God’s ways and prayerfully training that child in God’s teachings 
until that child can make a decision on his or her own to follow God. At the 
time of dedication, the church family at Cedarview is also committing 
themselves to participate in the raising of this child through our children and 
youth programs as well as to encourage this child in such a way as to be a 
positive witness and influence so that the child can grow up to one day 
accept Christ and live for Him. Baby/Child Dedication is not infant baptism 
and does not impart salvation in any way. 

      At Cedarview, we dedicate, rather than baptize, children. We believe that 
baptism is an outward expression of an inward reality that has already taken 
place. Just like a wedding ceremony is a public proclamation of the couple’s 
commitment to each other and to their family and friends, so baptism is an 
outward declaration of one’s desire to follow Jesus. According to the Bible, 
the one requirement for baptism is belief in Christ. We believe that children 
are wonderful but they are not yet able to make that decision for themselves. 
Therefore, we do not baptize children until they are old enough to understand 
and believe. Until that time, we dedicate these wonderful gifts back to the 
Lord and ask for His blessing.


PARENTAL PROMISE

	 Because the child is a gift from God, the parents promise, as God’s 
stewards, to bring up the child entrusted to them in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord (Col 3:21). In dedicating one’s child in the presence of 
fellow believers, parents are publicly dedicating themselves to the faithful 
fulfillment of their parental responsibilities (Deut. 6:6-7; Proverbs 22:6) and are 
acknowledging their need of prayerful support and encouragement of those 
fellow believers (Eph 6: 18; Hebrew 10:24-25). 




       The dedication is more than a service - it is a commitment of parents to 
honour the will and the Word of God. In Jesus Christ’s example in Luke 2:22 it 
says, “When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had 
been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord.”


CHURCH PROMISE

	 As a church we recognize that this child is a gift from God also and that 
the parents presenting the child need support and encouragement in their role 
as parents. We at Cedarview commit to providing programs and activities that 
will help parents guide their children to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.


ONCE THE DATE HAS BEEN CONFIRMED

	 Once office staff have confirmed the date, feel free to make 
arrangements with family and friends to save the date. You will be contacted 
two weeks prior to the event for confirmation.


ACCEPTANCE OF POLICY

	 When you can submit your application wholeheartedly willing to 
embrace the aforementioned requirements, for your sake, as well as for your 
child and our church family, we encourage you to continue in the process. 

       In keeping with the spirit and standard of excellence in ministry, 
guidelines must be followed to ensure a smooth and timely Baby/Child 
Dedication.


SCRIPTURE REFERENCES

Deuteronomy 6:6-7 - “These commandments that I give you today are to be 
upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you 
sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when 
you get up” 

Ephesians 6:4 - “Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring 
them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.” 

Colossians 3:21 - “Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become 
discouraged.” 

Proverbs 22:6 - “Start children off on the way they should go, and even when 
they are old they will not turn from it.” 

Hebrews 10:24-25 - “And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in 
the habit of doing, but encouraging one another-and all the more as you see 
the Day approaching.”


