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Micah 5:1-6 - ANow muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid against us; with a rod they strike the judge of Israel on 
the cheek. [2] But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for 
me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. [3] Therefore he shall give them up until the 
time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. [4] And he shall 
stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell 
secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. [5] And he shall be their peace. When the Assyrian comes into our land 
and treads in our palaces, then we will raise against him seven shepherds and eight princes of men; [6] they shall shepherd the 
land of Assyria with the sword, and the land of Nimrod at its entrances; and he shall deliver us from the Assyrian when he comes 
into our land and treads within our border. A 
 
It=s a passage so obscure many of you had to look Micah up in the table of contents in your Bible, but the scholars just prior to Jesus= 
birth knew these verses well. Matthew tells us that King Herod had these very words quoted to him, and they filled his 
power-hungry heart with trepidation: 
 
Matthew 2:1-6 - ANow after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, [2] saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come 
to worship him." [3] When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; [4] and assembling all the 
chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. [5] They told him, "In Bethlehem of 
Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: (then the wise men partially quote and partially misquote the words from our text in 
Micah) [6] 'And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come 
a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.' " 
 
The wise men from the east were familiar with this text because they had been studying it. They knew that baby Jesus, born in 
Bethlehem, was the promised Messiah. They had also been studying Jeremiah=s prophecy about the star and had been following it. 
In short, they saw what many people saw in those days, that everything was coming about as the prophets had foretold. They knew 
what so many people today miss - Jesus Christ was the promised Messiah.  
 
Herod was so sure of this fact that it filled his heart with fear. He knew his proud rulership was no match for the One whom Isaiah 
said would be called Amighty God@ with Father God=s Agovernment resting upon His shoulder.@ Herod and the whole religious 
establishment (that=s what Matthew means when he says Herod Aand all Jerusalem with him@) was deeply troubled. His attempted 
annihilation of all those two years and under evidenced the desperation of his heart. 
 
One of the things that made this prophecy so unlikely was the fact that neither Mary nor Joseph lived in Bethlehem. Joseph was to 
go there because it had been the place of his birth. He may not have lived there since. Mary was living in Nazareth when she became 
pregnant and was in no condition to travel anywhere. That is why God saw to it that all the might and muscle of the >powers that be= 
in Rome did His exact bidding in calling for a census that would bring Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem.  
 
Let this wonderful old story pound something freshly into your soul this morning. Every Christmas we celebrate not only the fact of 
Christ=s birth, but the way in which God brings it about. God moves both galaxies and empires to fulfill His Word. There was 
absolutely nothing likely in Jesus being born in Bethlehem. Everything seemed against it. How great is our God! What are you 
carrying in your soul today that, even as you try to hope in God=s faithfulness, looks totally impossible?   
Matthew doesn=t tell us this, but I=m sure more happened than we read in his brief account. I don=t believe for a moment that Herod 
just listened to these wise men make their speech and move on. I think Herod took out the scrolls. I=m sure he blew the dust off of 
these ancient manuscripts. He saw things that turned his hard heart into butter. 
 
1) MICAH=S PROPHECY TELLS US NOT TO ALLOW THE SMALLNESS OF THE BIRTHPLACE TO CAUSE US TO MISS THE 

GREATNESS OF THE BIRTH 
 
     Micah 5:2 - ABut you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, (which means >fruitful=) who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.@  
 
     Just look at the first phrase for now. Bethlehem was Atoo little to be among the clans of Judah....@ Most people don=t even 
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know the story of Judah. Judah was one of the sons of Leah - the wife Jacob didn=t really love or want. How like God to bring 
the world=s Savior through rejected Leah!  

 
And then there is the mention of Bethlehem and the fact that she was too small to really count. There was nothing about 
Bethlehem that could attract such an event. There was nothing in Bethlehem that could have ever earned such a blessing. 
That Messiah would be born in the place of Athe least@(5:2) was so illogical Herod=s scholars reworded this part of Micah=s 
prophecy to make more sense for such a significant event.  

 
Just take note on the side of the nature of the revelation we have in God=s Word. The words make a difference. When you 
change nouns and verbs and adverbs and adjectives you mess with divine truth. Such is the nature of the inspiration of 
God=s Word.  

 
I believe we=re supposed to learn something about our God from the contrast between Micah=s prophecy and the 
adjustment of Herod=s scholars. There=s the way we anticipate God=s working and there=s the way God manifests His loving 
intentions.   

 
Micah=s prophecy paints big events in very broad strokes in these 6 verses. Very few details are given. He warns of God=s 
coming judgment at the hand of the Assyrians - ANow muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid against us; 
with a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the cheek@(1). 

 
God=s people, Israel, are on the brink of terrifying times. Then he says God will come again and restore His people - Athe rest 
of the brothers shall return to Israel@(3) - but again, there are no details or times given. It=s just a fast-forward through the 
still unfolded pages of future history. 

 
But suddenly, in the middle of all these broad strokes he paints in one careful detail - ABethlehem@ - Aout of you One will 
come forth...@(2). I think there are two reasons for this detail. We=ll look at the second one in the next point. But the first 
lesson - the one the wise men twisted in their presentation of this text to Herod - is the smallness of Bethlehem shows all 
who will see it - right to this day - the pattern of how God sends His redemptive grace into this world. 

 
There are people sitting in this sanctuary this morning who need God=s grace and help and even forgiveness desperately but 
won=t turn to Him because they feel unworthy. They feel they don=t qualify. And those people need to know  Micah=s 
prophecy about both Judah and Bethlehem. They need to know that Christmas is all about Aglory to God in the highest,@ 
not Aglory to us.@ Bethlehem establishes the same pattern as the stable and the manger. None of them attracts any 
attention to itself. It isn=t about them. It=s about God=s mercy and love.  
Don=t rush quickly over this. Have you even considered the sheer strangeness that there was no room ready for Mary and 
Joseph in the local Inn? I=ve rushed past this detail too many times. How could it be possible that God would move stars, 
provide singing angels, rearrange the agenda of the entire Roman Empire to get Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, only to 
forget to book them a room??? 

 
This is obviously not a mistake. God is revealing something in this conspicuous, out of place detail. God the Son has an 
intentional link - right in His birth - with the outsiders and the estranged.  

 
This is the message we need at Christmas. Santa may know who=s naughty or nice and save his gifts for the nice. The 
problem is, when we look deep enough into our hearts, that system will leave all of us out in the cold. How typical of all 
man-made myths and systems! How contrary to the true message of the birth of our Redeemer in Bethlehem!  

 
I said there was a second reason for Christ=s birth at Bethlehem: 

 
2) MICAH=S PROPHECY ABOUT CHRIST=S BIRTH AT BETHLEHEM TIES CHRIST=S SALVATION WITH THE PROMISES OF GOD 
 

We need to take a minute to look at some important, but rarely studied, background for this point. One of the mightiest 
promises in the Bible comes to David when he was least expecting it: 

 
2 Samuel 7:12-16 - AWhen your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after 
you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. [13] He shall build a house for my name, and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. [14] I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits 
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iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, [15] but my steadfast love will not 
depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. [16] And your house and your kingdom shall 
be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever." 

 
These are tricky verses. There is a promise made regarding King David=s reign. He is told that the establishment of his throne 
will continue long after his death. The problem is no one person fulfills all the terms of the promise. We know that the one 
to whom the promise refers will be a person who commits sins because God says AWhen he commits iniquity, I will 
discipline him with the rod of men...@(14).  

 
So there=s a very human side presented here. And yet the promise also says David=s successor will have an eternal 
dimension to His reign as well - AYour throne shall be established forever@(16).   

 
This is one of the many prophecies that has a double fulfillment. Of course, it refers to Solomon, David=s natural son, who 
would come after him and build a Ahouse for the LORD,@ the physical temple (13). And Solomon would sin and God would 
discipline him. But Solomon wouldn=t establish David=s throne forever. There would be another King to come - one out of 
the lineage of David - who would establish David=s Ahouse@ in a different, eternal sense.  

 
So this text is tying together two descendants, Solomon and the coming Messiah. And they are being tied together - one a 
sinner and one not - for a very important reason. They both are involved, though in very different ways, in building the 
house of God. 

 
This is really what 2 Samuel 7 is all about. David won=t be the one to build a physical house for the LORD. Another, Solomon, 
would come after him to do that, not David. And part of the reason David, though a man after God=s own heart, wouldn=t 
build the temple was God wanted David - especially David - to understand his pivotal role in the coming of the Messiah.  

 
God says to David, AListen David, you aren=t the one to build a house unto My Name. That will be your son, Solomon. I 
don=t want you to confuse the issue here. There is another house - an eternal one - that will come through you. But the 
issue isn=t you building a house for Me. The issue you need to understand is I am building a house out of you - an eternal 
house of my glory and eternal rule!@ 

 
And that is what scared Herod to death. Everyone knew the Messiah would be born in Bethlehem because He would be of 
the Ahouse of David.@ He would be David=s offspring. And Bethlehem was the sign to all that God keeps His promise.  

 
And the amazing thing about Micah=s prophecy is he asserts God=s faithfulness and covenant, not when Israel was in a 
period of spiritual ascension, but when they were facing spiritual and physical oblivion. The Northern kingdom was already 
destroyed and the Southern kingdom was about to be judged as well. 

 
It will be 700 years before the light of hope will go on in Bethlehem. Micah won=t be around to see it, but he wrote it down. 
Some people have the faith to treat God=s future promises like they are present reality. God bless the people who don=t 
have to eat the apples in order to faithfully plant the orchard!  

 
Herod is scared because, in his heart, he knows if this is who he thinks it is, if this is God=s Messiah, then He can=t be 
stopped. Even the sinister plans of the king to kill all the babies won=t stand in God=s way. Bethlehem means God keeps His 
promise. He fulfills His plans. 

 
3) MICAH=S PROPHECY MEANS CHRIST WILL SHEPHERD HIS PEOPLE AND USHER IN A KINGDOM OF EVERLASTING PEACE 

AND RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 

Micah 5:4-5a - AAnd he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the 
Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. [5] And he shall be their 
peace.@ 

 
What a pleasure it is to read these words at this Christmas season! Receive them with a joyful, hope-filled heart of faith. 
These are strong, irreversible words of promise. They will come to pass in fuller ways than we can even picture right now. 

 
a) Messiah will Ashepherd his flock@ - We=re meant to think of David, caring for his sheep. The One Aof the house of 
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David@ will give the same care and protection over His flock. Ultimately, when God=s plan is fulfilled in His 
Redeemer Son, no need will go unmet in Jesus Christ.  

 
b) Messiah will do everything He does in the Astrength of the LORD@ - I have so many good intentions that I=m unable 

to fulfill. There is such a gap between my wishes and my ability. But the One born in Bethlehem will not have any 
of His plans fail for lack of strength. He comes in the Astrength of the LORD.@ No one will stand against His will. No 
one will be able to fight against the peace He has for His people. 

 
c) Messiah will be Agreat to the ends of the earth@ - This will not be some tribal deity. His rule won=t be limited to the 

Jewish people.  
Years ago when Reni and I were at Jack Hayford=s pastor=s conference I spent a day at Fuller Seminary in their 
fabulous bookstore. I had known and read Barth as one of the great theologians of the twentieth century. But I 
found an old volume called AThe Early Preaching of Karl Barth,@ from his first tiny pastorate in Safenwil in 
Switzerland.  

 
I was so stirred reading his comments from John 1:5 - AThe light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.@  

 
I quote: AThe light shines....Hear this message of joy, good news, gospel for us and the whole world. We may 
proclaim it courageously and defiantly against all the darkness of our time; against the darkness in our own 
hearts, in our community, in the hospitals, mental institutions, and prisons; against the darkness in our 
conversations with one another and in the newspapers that we read; against the darkness that darkens so many 
sickbeds and the beds of the dying; and against the pernicious darkness of our social conditions. Without 
hesitation we may proclaim against all darkness: the light shines!@ 

 
AIt is forever true to itself; it remains what it is even in the deepest darkness, and that is why it shines. Because it 
is true, we may be courageously defiant. There is no reason to doubt and despair, to give up, to think only 
somber and hopeless thoughts about ourselves and our communities and our world. The light shines. There is no 
reason to draw back from any power of darkness!@ 

 
AThe light shines. This is what must be and remain most important, over against all that appears otherwise true, 
all that otherwise presses to occupy and fill our minds and hearts and cause us to be burdened with fear and 
care....based only on ourselves, we human beings really don=t understand life. Based only on ourselves, on what 
we think, decide and do, we will always be in error in answering the most important questions, even with the 
best of intentions.@ 

 
ANow, however, in the Savior, something beyond us - something from the other side has begun to move!....God 
has given the course of this hopeless world a whole new direction!@ 

 
Mark this down! We should shout this from the rooftops this Christmas. The One born in Bethlehem will not be 
one among many objects of worship. Every knee will bow and confess Him as Lord. The Bible says the Awhole 
earth will be full of His glory!@  

 
Mark it well, church. The day is fast coming when we will see the fulfillment of a Christmas carol we only sing in 
faith right now: 

 
AHe rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love.@ 

 
The Messiah - the One Micah prophesied about - the One born in the little town of Bethlehem - still has much work 
to do. But it is firm and certain. All of those blessings are for those who love Him and His future work.  

 
For those who resist His will by asserting their own, for those who are consumed by their own agendas, for those 
who, like Herod, see the Messiah=s rule as a threat to their own, there is nothing but terror. The Bible says He will 
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come with a Arod of iron.@ He will eternally beat down all opposition just as surely as He fulfilled the prophecies 
about being born in Bethlehem  

 
The greatest enemy of the Messiah is personal sin. But the Messiah is also the Lamb of God. Receive His grace and 
glory into your heart today. 


