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EXPOSITORY LISTENING - Hearing God’s Word Like Your Life Depended on it                                     Part four - Teaching 
#1541 - Sunday, February 26

th
, 2012, 10:00 a.m. 

Pastor Don Horban, Cedarview Community Church, Newmarket, ON 
 
AS YOU HEAR SO SHALL IT BE UNTO YOU 
 
Mark 4:21-25 - “And he said to them, "Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand? [22] For nothing is 
hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to light. [23] If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear." [24] And he 
said to them, "Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you. [25] 
For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away."  
 
This is the text we wrapped up with in our last teaching. It’s about listening. The kind of obstacles Jesus is pointing out aren’t physical objects - not 
literal baskets and beds. His application makes it clear that He’s talking about inattentiveness. And He’s talking about the results of inattentiveness.  
 
And I said there was a message of hope for all sincere disciples of Jesus Christ. There is hope for the feeble, but warning for the careless. Christ, 
through His Word, can do limitless things through weak people who will humbly, repentantly, and quickly come with listening hearts to His words. 
Because of God’s universal, prevenient, resistible grace through the mighty work of Jesus Christ on the cross no one is shut out from coming with 
what he has. But God parts company with those who are simply indifferent or hypocritical.  
 
So the encouragement is no one is too sinful or too fallen or too smudged by horrific upbringing to have increasing spiritual blessing and fruit 
“added to” his or her life - “....with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you”(24). That means no one 
is left merely with what he or she brings to the Word. Come with whatever repentant, humble, trusting attention you can summon. Bring that 
prayerfully to the Word and God, by His Spirit, adds “still more” to your hungry heart.  
 
So come with joy to listen deeply to God’s Word. Don’t let the Devil discourage you right at this important point. Don’t let the world distract you 
and turn your attention to other things. This is the place and time God will multiply the loaves and fishes of your present spiritual depth. 
 
So important is this principle, I want to search out the various - and numerous - places in the Scriptures where it is repeated or rephrased to 
increase its weight, either in encouragement or warning. And I want to stress again that this principle from the lips of Jesus does have both an 
encouraging and warning aspect to it. Both sides deserve careful attention. Both deserve careful listening. 
 
So let’s just repeat the principle of our opening text, in simple, clear language, to trace its development in the rest of the Scriptures. The 
encouragement is start where you are and bring a listening heart to God’s Word and God will add to the growth of your heart. The warning, is 
be lazy or indifferent in listening to God’s Word and God Himself will see to the diminishing of spiritual light from your heart. 
 
Now watch the Scriptures unfold this profound principle: 
 
1) GOD OVERSEES HIS WORD TO ENSURE IT IS NEVER NEUTRAL IN ITS EFFECTS ON THOSE WHO HEAR IT 
 
 
 

Isaiah 55:6-11 - “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near;[7] let the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. [8] For my thoughts are not your thoughts,     neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. [9] For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. [10] For as the rain and the snow 
come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater, [11] so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that 
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” 

 
When the prophet tells the unrighteous man to “forsake his thoughts”(7) he doesn’t mean he is to quit thinking. Rather he’s to quit a 
certain way of thinking. Here is the encouraging side of our principle. The comparison is simple. Whenever God sends rain or snow down 
to the earth, however much falls, it always provides moisture to the earth. It makes things grow. It always makes things “....sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater....”(10).  

 
This is not complicated. The rain makes things grow that the earth would never be able to produce without it. The rain comes and carries 
its own life with it. It multiplies the germinating potential in the soil. And so it is with God’s Word. It is never a bare text. It is as different 
from the newspaper as life-giving rain is from sawdust. It causes germination in the heart of the listener. Remember what we studied 
earlier about the seed’s power to multiply itself in the heat of the listening.  

 
Please don’t rush past this wonderful gospel truth. It answers to a very basic and deep rooted issue in our earthbound hearts. How many 
times do we fail to stop everything else and apply our minds and hearts to God’s Word, not because we don’t love Jesus, but because 
we’ve already convinced ourselves the Bible is too dry or complicated or difficult or boring? 

 
This is how people don’t listen to God’s Word. But this gets everything backwards. This negative approach begins looking backwards in 
discouragement rather than looking forward in faith that God will come and multiply whatever hunger and understanding you bring to 
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His Word: 
 

Isaiah 55:10-11 - “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring 
forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,[11] so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;   it shall 
not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” 

 
     This, as I predicted, is simply a restating of the major principle of our opening text - Mark 4:23-25 - “If anyone has ears to hear, let him 

hear." [24] And he said to them, "Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more 
will be added to you. [25] For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 
away."  

 
But remember, there’s also a warning flip-side to this truth. God’s Word, says the prophet, isn’t just active when it brings growth and 
fruit. In fact, Isaiah says God’s Word always accomplishes something. It always fulfills God’s purposes. It never just lands. In the words of 
our text, it “....never returns to me empty”(11). This leads to our next application of this principle: 

 
2) IGNORING GOD’S WORD ISN’T THE SAME AS IGNORING GOOD ADVICE 
 
 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 - “Now the word of the Lord came to me, saying, [5] "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you 
were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations."[6] Then I said, "Ah, Lord God! Behold, I do not know how to 
speak, for I am only a youth. [7] But the Lord said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a youth'; for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, 
and whatever I command you, you shall speak.[8] Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, declares the Lord. [9] 
Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the Lord said to me,"Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. [10] See, 
I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to break down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to 
plant." 

  
God is preparing Jeremiah for a long and tough ministry. The same Word of the Lord will have different effects on different people. 
Different crowds will have different ways of listening to God’s Word. Some will hear carefully and repentantly. Their lives will be rebuilt. 
God will plant and build through the power of His Word (10).  

 
But others will continue on with stubborn hearts. They may hear Jeremiah’s words, but they won’t listen. And it’s at this point that 
Jeremiah’s words punch their message home. To hear God’s Word and not listen to it is not the same as hearing good advice from a 
friend and choosing not to carry it out.  

 
You can not listen to a friend’s advice and leave the room in a more or less neutral condition. But this is never the case with God’s Word. 
God’s Word doesn’t leave you alone just because you don’t heed it. Just as in Isaiah’s prophecy, the rain produces a life in the earth that 
the earth could never generate on its own, so God’s Word affects the non-listening soul in a destructive way that goes beyond the natural 
patterns of the human heart. 

 
So every good church and preacher in the land should tell the congregation it is dangerous to go to church on Sunday. It is a destructive 
thing to hear God’s Word without really listening. Regardless of what you feel or don’t feel, or like or don’t like, you don’t go home or to 
the Swiss Chalet in the same condition as when you came in. Never.   

 
3) ETERNAL DESTINIES ARE FIXED BY LISTENING OR NOT LISTENING TO THE SAME WORD PREACHED 
 

Please remember where we are in our study. All we’re doing is flipping through our Bibles unpacking the many restatements of our 
opening text - Mark 4:23-25 - “[23] If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear." [24] And he said to them, "Pay attention to what you 
hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be added to you. [25] For to the one who has, more will 
be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away."  

 
Here’s the same idea once again - 2 Corinthians 2:14-16 - “But thanks be to God, who in Christ always leads us in triumphal procession, 
and through us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere. [15] For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those 
who are being saved and among those who are perishing, [16] to one a fragrance from death to death, to the other a fragrance from 
life to life. Who is sufficient for these things?” 

 
When Paul says, “Who is sufficient for these things?” he means it’s almost frightening to allow your minds to rest down and dwell on the 
consequences of heeding and not heeding God’s Word. We’d almost prefer not to think about it because it’s so much more important 
than anything else we will ever do. And it fixes things so permanently.  

 
I gave this series the subtitle, “Hearing God’s Word like your life depended on it.” But it’s not just sort of like your life depended on it. It 
actually depends on it!  

 
Paul tells us how this process works. He says he, as an apostle, spreads God’s Word, the gospel of Jesus Christ, God the Son - “...through 
us spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him everywhere”(14). People are exposed to God’s Word. They heard it in different towns 
and churches wherever the apostles went. And the content of that message was either a sweet fragrance or a bad odor. Some people 
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make time for the Word. And as they do - as they bring what they can to the Word with a simple, honest heart - God the Spirit adds to 
the Word.  

 
This is exactly what our opening text describes. More than they could have ever mustered or imagined, God poured grace through His 
Word - Mark 4:24-25 - “"Pay attention to what you hear: with the measure you use, it will be measured to you, and still more will be 
added to you. [25] For to the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away."  

 
Other people may have heard the Word with their ears, but they didn’t bring humility and repentance and patience. They brushed off the 
Word. And they never realized they were kissing away their souls.  

 
So bring your best attitude and your clearest minds to church with you. Look to God in faith. Shun distractions. And fasten your 
seat-belts. There’s nothing ordinary happening here. 


