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WISDOM FROM HEAVEN FOR LIFE ON EARTH - Practical Studies From Proverbs  
- Part eight  Teaching #1841 - Sunday, November 1

st
, 2015 - 6:00 p.m. 

Pastor Don Horban - Cedarview Community Church, Newmarket, ON 
 
WHEN YOU=RE POOR, OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS 
 
I think it was from the clever pen of Ogden Nash these words came: AI=ve been rich and I=ve been poor. Rich is better.@ 
 
Certainly from the standpoint of creature comfort, wealth has its advantages over poverty. But, for the Christian, life isn=t to 
be measured by creature comfort. We spent all last week looking at some of the peculiar dangers riches can bring.  
 
The writer of Proverbs cautions against extremes of either wealth or poverty. He seems to recommend a middle of the road 
approach in terms of the material attachments to our lives. And the reason is stated in spiritual terms: 
 
Proverbs 30:7-9 - ATwo things I ask of you; deny them not to me before I die: [8]  Remove far from me falsehood 
and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, [9]  lest I be full and 
deny you and say, AWho is the LORD?@ or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God.@ 
 
The theme is God stays at the center of the life. And both poverty and riches war against this in different ways. Several 
things need to be underscored from this very unusual prayer of Agur: 
 
a) How a person prays is the most accurate test of his soul - I can easily understand a person asking God to 

relieve him from deep poverty. I can easily understand praying for a raise. People frequently pray for better jobs and 
bigger houses. Sometimes these are even treated as a sign of God=s blessing on His children. 

 
But Agur=s prayer is driven by a very deep and profound spiritual understanding and insight. Only the Holy Spirit can 
so direct our prayers away from our immediate desires and elevate them to address our ultimate needs.  This is 
truly prayer that is shaped, not by human impulse, but according to the Spirit of God. Otherwise such prayers are 
rarely, if ever, uttered. 

 
b) Agur prays with an eye toward the ultimate reality of eternity and the rapid approach of his inevitable 

departure from this world: 
 

Proverbs 30:7 - ATwo things I ask of you; deny them not to me before I die....@ 
 

Some things must be in place before you die. Accumulating great wealth isn=t one of them. I don=t think anyone will 
pray properly or earnestly if he forgets the fact that he is mortal. This open reminder from Agur draws his prayers to 
life=s biggest issues like a magnet pulls metal filings to itself. 

 
Without this recognition of the rapid approach of death and eternity, selfish desires can easily masquerade as 
genuine priorities. This is a big part of what Jesus called the Adeceitfulness of riches.@ When eternity is kept in 
focus - perhaps even specifically mentioned in the prayer itself - temporal blessings may be acknowledged, but 
they will never take center stage. Spiritual drives and goals will dominate. 

 
c) Material blessings are sought only in proportionate provision for genuine needs: 
 

Proverbs 8b - A....feed me with the food that is needful for me....@ 
 

The key phrase is that he be provided with the food A...that is needful for me.@ The wise person lives life with a 
sense of calling rather than greed. In other words, he knows what he needs to fulfill God=s ordained will for his life 
and he desires to have the means to do so.  

 
While no one can, or even should, prescribe these boundaries for others, we should each be on guard against the 
downward suction of this world to accumulate more and more. There are some things God has placed before us that 
simply must be done - caring for family, providing for genuine physical needs, deeds of charity, etc. It is perfectly 
appropriate to bring these requests to our heavenly Father.  

 
But what is instructive is to remind ourselves of exactly how Jesus taught us to bring these kinds of requests: 

 
Matthew 6:11 - AGive us this day our daily bread....@ 
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Again, we see the same principle as taught in the book of Proverbs. Our physical needs are to be brought to our 
Father with a sense of proportion to our need. We only need bread for this one day. There is no legitimate need for 
greed or stockpiling for a future we may never see.  

 
Now, certainly most of us are more blessed by our heavenly Father than this. But we must not become spoiled by 
the abundance we receive so that we become convinced that we are entitled to it or somehow impoverished when 
it is not there in such abundance.  

 
This all has a great deal to do with tonight=s study of the subject of poverty in the book of Proverbs. If this sense of 
legitimate provision for genuine daily need is overlooked or neglected, we will constantly justify what is actually 
sinful greed simply by defining our condition as materially poor when it is nothing of the kind. No one is poor while his 
daily needs are met. Only the spirit of this age would cause us to feel otherwise in our hearts.  

 
Having laid this foundation, let=s look quickly at some of the specific teachings from Proverbs on the subject of 
genuine poverty: 

 
1) WHILE NOT ALL CASES OF POVERTY HAVE THEIR CAUSE IN THESE ROOTS, THERE ARE SOME 

SPECIFIC SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLES WHICH, IF BROKEN OR IGNORED, WILL LEAD TO POVERTY 
 

a) Undisciplined, reckless living can lead to poverty - Proverbs 21:17 - AWhoever loves pleasure will 
be a poor man; he who loves wine and oil will not be rich.@ 

 
Here is a classic example of a person who forgets the very thing Agur reminded himself of in his prayer. He 
loses sight of the eternal in his warped indulgence in the present. The mention of wine only serves to 
illustrate the point very clearly. What the drunkard lacks is sound judgement. He has addicted himself to 
the point that he will not be able to sustain himself. 

 
But this is not a verse primarily about drunkenness. People who neglect discipline in the way they use their 
material resources are fools in this world as well as the world to come. Because, as the Scriptures teach, 
greed is a form of idolatry, people will be driven by the false Gods they worship. Their lives will spin out of 
control. Financial ruin can easily become the most visible result in this present age. 

 
Are we not then, as God=s children allowed to enjoy the pleasures of this earthly life? Isn=t it true that God 
A....richly provides us with everything to enjoy@ (1 Timothy 6:17)? 

 
Yes, He has and does. And we should enjoy His material blessings. The real question is how are we to 
enjoy the good things our loving heavenly Father provides. And that is the key to their truest ability to satisfy 
our hearts. We are not to enjoy the good things of this world less than those who have no saving faith, but 
more. And the secret to the fullest enjoyment lies in remembering the God who gives them more than the 
gifts themselves.  

 
In other words, Christians must never become absorbed in the enjoyable things of this world. When we 
trace them back to the hand of the Father, and enjoy them as gifts with which we long to honor Him, our joy 
is not reduced. It is doubled. As gifts, these blessings then fulfill their highest purpose both for our own 
lives, and for the eternal kingdom of God.  

 
b) Laziness can quickly lead to poverty - Proverbs 20:13 - ALove not sleep, lest you come to poverty; 

open your eyes, and you will have plenty of bread.@ 
 

This principles of labor linked to wealth and laziness linked to poverty are constant themes in the Scriptures. 
Sleep is s gift from God when it is the response of a tired body to hard work. When we genuinely require 
sleep, it is a wonderful, gracious provision from the Lord: 

 
Psalm 3:5 - AI lay down and slept; I woke again, for the LORD sustained me.@ 

 
But this Proverb (20:13) isn=t about needing sleep. It=s about loving sleep. More specifically, it=s about 
loving sleep for its own sake. Sleep is used to avoid the necessary tasks at hand. Such sleep can never 
be glorifying to God. 
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It is interesting to see the lengths to which people will go to rename the sin of plain laziness. We can see 
this very clearly in one of Jesus= best known parables about stewardship: 

 
Matthew 25:25-30 - A....so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 
what is yours.= [26]  But his master answered him, >You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that 
I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? [27]  Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own 
with interest. [28]  So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. [29]  For 
to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away. [30]  And cast the worthless servant into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.=@ 

 
This wicked slave saw himself as Aafraid@(25). Jesus said he was Aslothful@(26).That=s quite a difference. 
The point of Proverbs differs only in the realm of the consequences suffered. Proverbs states that, at least 
frequently, laziness leads not only to damage in the eternal world to come (as Jesus emphasized) but 
material loss in this present age as well. 

 
c) Poverty can come from a lack of proper planning - Proverbs 21:5 - AThe plans of the diligent lead 

surely to abundance, but everyone who is hasty comes only to poverty.@ 
 

While the result is frequently the same as that of laziness, this route to poverty is different from the love of 
sleep we have just considered. The lover of sleep refuses to set his hand to the necessary task. The Ahasty@ 
man is lazy in a different sense. He is willing to work quickly for short spurts, but not willing to plan, organize, 
and persevere in the job to do it properly. He can=t appreciate how small steps of prudence and discipline 
can have great benefit down the road.  

 
This is like the time when I merely patched and painted the rotten drywall under my leaky window. I wasn=t 
too lazy to do the job. I did it in half an hour. But that was only because I was too lazy to do it properly. 

 
d) Having said all this, some people are poor due to social injustice - Proverbs 13:23 - AThe fallow 

ground of the poor would yield much food, but it is swept away through injustice.@ 
 

In a time when the only avenue for the poor to provision would be tilling the ground, this Proverb=s point was 
sharp indeed. The poor probably would never own the land they tilled. They were, however, under God=s 
law, allowed a certain portion, either of the produce, or a small corner of the land itself from which to provide 
for their families.  

 
God would see to it that the ground provided a good crop for the poor. The poor, who had no other means 
for survival, would certainly work the ground as hard as they could.  

 
Yet there was still one potential danger in the way. The land owner could treat the poor with injustice. In the 
words of the proverb, the food of the poor could be Aswept away through injustice.@ 

 
This principle opens up the conclusion of our study. God is deeply concerned about how His people treat 
the poor. This Old Testament principle of injustice sweeping away the food of the poor is repeated in the 
book of James with a different, more contemporary application: 

 
James 5:1-4 - ACome now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. [2]  
Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. [3]  Your gold and silver have 
corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have 
laid up treasure in the last days. [4]  Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, 
which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have 
reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.@ 

 
There are people who use these verses to teach that God is against anyone having wealth - that somehow 
He just hates the rich. This is not even close to the message of this text. God never hates the rich just 
because of their riches. 

 
The point of this text runs parallel to our verse from Proverbs. The sin of these business persons isn=t that 
they are rich. It is that they gain or maintain their riches by injustice to the poor who work for them. It is their 
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injustice, not their wealth, that cried out to the ears of the Lord in heaven.  
 

The passage is full of promise as well as warning. If you want to keep your wealth, or your business secure, 
make sure you treat everyone with whom you have to do with absolute integrity and justice. 

 
2) SPIRITUAL PRINCIPLES ON RELATING TO THE POOR 
 

a) The way I treat the poor is the way I treat God - Proverbs 14:31 - AWhoever oppresses a poor man 
insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the needy honors him.@ 

 
This is a very striking principle. We think of our worship on Sunday as the way we treat God. But this verse 
carries spirituality to a much more practical, every day level. To abuse the poor is to abuse God. To ignore 
the poor is to ignore God. To bless the poor is to bless God. 

 
Just as a reminder to all of this, Jesus restated the very same principle: 

 
Matthew 25:31-46 -  "[31]  AWhen the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
then he will sit on his glorious throne. [32]  Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will 
separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. [33]  And he 
will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. [34]  Then the King will say to those on 
his right, >Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. [35]  For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, [36]  I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.= [37]  Then the righteous will answer him, 
saying, >Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? [38]  And 
when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? [39]  And when did 
we see you sick or in prison and visit you?= [40]  And the King will answer them, >Truly, I say to 
you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.= [41]  AThen he will say 
to those on his left, >Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. [42] For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, [43]  
I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.= [44]  Then they also will answer, saying, >Lord, when did we see you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?= [45]  
Then he will answer them, saying, >Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.= [46]  And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.@  

 
b) We are to resist the temptation to show favoritism to the rich - Proverbs 14:20 - AThe poor is disliked 

even by his neighbor, but the rich has many friends.@ 
 

Why does the rich person have so many friends? People are drawn to wealth - even if it belongs to 
someone else. And the Bible says this is a dreadful sin. It is the essence of selfish friendships. You and I 
can establish relationships on the basis of how much pleasure another man=s wealth can bring into our own 
lives.  

 
This greed can even infiltrate and pollute the house of God: 

 
James 2:1-4 - AMy brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Lord of glory. [2]  For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and 
a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, [3]  and if you pay attention to the one who wears 
the fine clothing and say, AYou sit here in a good place,@ while you say to the poor man, AYou stand 
over there,@ or, ASit down at my feet,@ [4]  have you not then made distinctions among yourselves 
and become judges with evil thoughts?@ 

 
Because this tendency toward selfishness is so strong in all our hearts, the Scriptures teach that we are to 
take specific steps to disentangle our hearts from it: 
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James 1:27 - AReligion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.@ 

 
Seek out the people in the body of Christ who will help destroy greed in your heart. Specifically court 
those who can do nothing materially to strengthen your own life. James says this will go a long way toward 
keeping the rest of your spiritual life Apure@ and Aundefiled.@ 

 
c) Ignoring the poor will destroy your prayer life - Proverbs 21:13 - AWhoever closes his ear to the cry 

of the poor will himself call out and not be answered.@ 
 

Again, this assumes the poor person is doing what he can do to help himself as well. We are not obligated 
to be constantly bailing out the one who refuses to work. But there are many who hurt without fault, or who 
are genuinely willing to change their ways. In these cases the Bible underscores the sin of ignoring their 
pleas for help when we have the means to do so. 

 
d) Oppressing the poor invites God=s judgement. Blessing the poor insures God=s blessing on your 

own life as well -  
Proverbs 28:27 - AWhoever gives to the poor will not want, but he who hides his eyes will get many a 
curse.@ 

 
So remember to look out for the poor - Paul says look out for them especially in the household of faith. 
Make it a regular practice on communion Sunday to designate a gift to our benevolence fund. God will 
always bless you for it. 


